Newlyn School Reading Curriculum

READING INTENT
“‘Reading is essential for those who seek to rise above the ordinary.” — Jim Rohn

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more
places you'll go.” — Dr. Seuss

Learning to be a reader is the most important journey of your life. We help children to share
our passion for reading to become life-long readers.

Every member of staff is committed to the belief that that reading, and particularly reading for
pleasure, is the most important skill a child can learn. Reading helps each child to make
sense of their world and helps them to discover new worlds, new possibilities and
opportunities to develop their knowledge, understanding, interests and aspirations.

At Newlyn School, we invest in high quality texts for all children. We provide high quality
guided reading texts for the children to share with the class teacher and are committed to
continue to invest in books in the years to come. We have a range of up-to-date books on
current affairs for children to make sense of their place in their physical and political world so
that they discover their interests in the world beyond their locality.

Our library is a beautiful space reserved for children to read with adults, to each other, attend
reading sessions and take part in book activities. We run a book club for children to listen to
stories and one to challenge our more able readers.

Home reading

“Children are made readers on the laps of their parents.” Emilie Buchwald

We believe in the value of daily reading at home and understand that it has a huge impact
on their progress not only in reading, but in all other curriculum areas. Through our Pyjama
Parties, we will continue to support parents with this, sharing ideas and resources with them
so that they can facilitate this.

Phonics

At Newlyn School we use a systematic approach to teach children to read. Daily phonics
sessions, driven by the government’s Letters and Sounds programme, begin in the nursery
where children are taught how to be good speakers and listeners and to make and
differentiate between sounds. In the EYFS and KS1 children continue with daily phonics
lessons, using the synthetic phonics approach which teaches them the pure sounds that
individual and groups of letters make.

We use a range of engaging resources, to ensure that these sessions are fun and interactive
for pupils. At the same time as learning sounds, children are taught how to blend them
together for reading and to segment them for spelling. We offer a range of reading books,
matched to our phonics programme, to ensure there is something to match all pupils’
interests. The books are grouped into coloured “bands” and the pupils’ book bands are
closely matched to their current phonic attainment, allowing them to consolidate their
existing skills whilst practising new ones.



School based research:

Over the years, we have gained an insight to successful reading through trial and error and
introducing a number of initiatives to incentivise children and parents. We have concluded
that the most effective way to encourage reading for pleasure (and therefore a raise in
standards) is to closely monitor the individual child’s book choices and reading journey.
The guidance for matching the book to the child is closely monitored by all staff throughout
their time at Newlyn School, so that every child is reading for pleasure, picking a text suitably
challenging for their age and interests. We have reading specialist in school who is library
based, and takes groups of children for gifted and talented sessions, but also focusses on
inspiring readers who find reading challenging or are disengaged. This investment has
changed the way countless children feel about reading and as a result they feel confident
about all areas of their school life. See case study Appendix 1.

“You may have tangible wealth untold; caskets of jewels and coffers of gold. Richer
than | you can never be. | had a mother who read to me.” Strickland Gillian

Implementation

The systematic teaching of Phonics from EYFS - daily sessions for 30 minutes extra to the
daily English lesson.

Parents information, workshops, whole school “pyjama parties” phonics awareness and links
to books and spellings, parent readers involved in individual practise

Monitoring and tracking of children’s progress in reading

Responses to those children who are disengaged or unable to practise at home through
sessions with our Reading Champion

Matching of books to phonics and reading skills and plus other areas of the curriculum
Heavy investment in the highest quality, up-to-date texts and library books

Systematic teaching of comprehension skills which feed and relate to all areas of the
curriculum and always linked to writing.

Classrooms have reading areas which links to topics with a selection of books to match a
range of abilities, skills and interests



Impact

The Reading curriculum is evaluated through:
e Analysis of Phonics and AR assessment information
e Analysis of phonics assessments

Data outcomes

EYFS Reading

School national School national
2018 ALL 54% 7% 2018 86% PP
pupils disadvantaged
pupils school
2019 ALL 75% 7% 2019 25% PP
pupils disadvantaged | 4 children
school pupils school 3=SEN
Phonics
School national School national
2018 ALL 68% 82% 2018 64% PP
pupils disadvantaged
pupils school
2019 ALL 76% 82% 2019 100% PP
pupils disadvantaged
school pupils school
KS1 Reading
School national School national
2018 ALL 52% 75% 2018 50% 79%
pupils disadvantaged | (-2 pupils)
pupils school
2019 ALL 68% 75% 2019 86% 78%
pupils (-1 pupil) disadvantaged
school pupils school
KS2 Reading
School national School national
2018 ALL 61% 75% 2018 63% 80%
pupils disadvantaged
pupils school
2019 ALL 56% 73% 2019 64% 78%
pupils disadvantaged | (-1 pupil)
school pupils school
KS2 Reading Greater Depth
School national School national
2018 ALL 26% 28% 2018 25% 33%
pupils disadvantaged | (O pupil
pupils school difference)
2019 ALL 12% 27% 2019 18% 31%
pupils disadvantaged | (-1 pupil)
school pupils school




Summary:

Reading outcomes have improved in EYFS, Y1 and Y2. Our pupil premium children in KS1
have exceeded national outcomes in reading. In EYFS, 3 of our 4 pupil premium children are
also SEN and this is impacting on progress and attainment.

Reading outcomes in Y6 were disappointing. There was a high level of need in the class with
3 children with EHCP’s and a number of children missing the expected standard by 1 or 2
marks. Reasons for this have been identified and appropriate strategies have been put in
place

CASE STUDY 1

Tim is dyslexic and finds reading difficult. When he was in Year 4, he was reluctant
to read at home and often refused when asked by his supportive parent. He would
read some non-fiction books but could not concentrate for very long, even with his
reading overlay. He said he loved maths but found reading boring and difficult. His
progress was slow, even though Tim had a keen interest in some areas of school
life.

Tim had one-to-one at school; this made some impact but not as much as we had
hoped for.

The next step was to use our Reading Champion, a highly skilled adult with a
passion for reading, to conference Tim and find out more about the child and see
how best to engage him. Through daily sessions starting at 8.45am and lasting for
20 minutes, Tim gradually came to look forward to his reading sessions and began to
love stories by Micahel Morpurgo.

Tim went on to improve steadily in all areas of his school life. He no longer talked
about how “rubbish” he was at reading, but that dyslexia made reading harder. His
working vocabulary widened and he became a proficient and expressive writer and
started to take part in class discussions in guided reading sessions.

The impact of these sessions on Tim, and the other children who receive them, is
transformative.



